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Abstracts, This‘paper explores characteristiés’ of ¢hé “Gig Economy,” based on a comprehensive analysis of domestic
anddinterfiational literature, focusing oft its,méchanism and potential to reshape/reform the concept of “labor,” in a
knowledge-based industrial economy. The paper suggests the digital technologies and associated information-based
economies makes possible the Gig Economy and more broadly, various types of sharing economies. Specifically, they
enable a labor force that,canvin addition to traditional labor and industrial practices, operate on an ad hoc and as needed
basis - where demandwand supply are matched via software platforms. The differentiation and diversification of various
sharing economy platforms, are increasingly development foundations for encouraging the quality of a large part of the labor
force to be continually upgraded through both economic (market) motivation and by providing self-satisfaction of creativity
with subsequent social benefit. This consequences for modern workforces made possible by the Gig Economy and platform
software, may provide important implications to relevant policies and firm strategic management concerns in China.
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