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Abstract; Based on a natignal-wide sampling survey, this paper proposed an analytic framework of “ distance-to-
science” and studied the journalists’ attitudes toward the application of GM technologies in China and the influencing
factors. The results(show that the majority of Chinese journalists oppose the application of GM technologies, and their
attitudes toward GM@) is even significantly more negative than the general public. Both the knowledge- and social-
distance to science have significant influence on the attitudes: journalists with the background of natural science
education, with basic scientific literature, with more knowledge about GMO, with more contacting relations in work and

daily life, and with higher trust in scientists, hold more positive attitudes toward GMO. Further analysis show that there
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is also an interaction between the influences of knowledge distance and social distance. In the end, policy and theory

implications of the above findings are discussed.
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