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Abstract: Based on a survey of Hubei Province dwellers conducted in the early phase of COVID-19 in 2020, the paper
discusses public trust,in scientists in risk event context and its influencing factors. The results show that Chinese public
kept a high-level trust in scientist during COVID-19 in early 2020. Scientific literacy, media usage, information
attainment, social networks and value system have strong impacts on public trust in scientist. People with higher
scientific literacy tends to trust scientists more, whilst people who use internet more often, have scientists in their

networks, and believe in rumors tend to distrust scientists. It is also found that COVID-19 has brought about a positive
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impact on public trust in scientists. Those who suffered more from COVID-19 tends to have higher trust in scientists.

The interaction effects between COVID-19 impacts and other independent variables are found in the study, indicating

that risk and uncertainty brought by COVID-19 could help to diminish the gap between different social groups in terms of

social trust. Theoretical and policy implications of the study are discussed in the end of the paper.
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