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How do the, Westward Opening of B&R Promote the

Coordinated Development of Western and Eastern China

XU Peiyuan, CHENG Qinliang
(“School of ‘Economics and Finance , HuaQiao University , Quanzhou 362021 , China )

Abstract; Westward/opening of B&R( “the Belt*and/Road” ) embodies Chinese economy “going west” strategy, and is
an important part of promoting the goordinated development of west-east regions. We construct an endowment-
asymmietrical LS model based on the econoemic geography implications of Westward opening and analyze the theoretical
mechanism from the perspective\ofitrade and industrial economic geography and test them. Results shows: Westward
opening of B&R reduces fransportation costs, expands the scale of the trade and changes trade and industrial economic
geography through the ¢onnectivity of the transportation infrastructure between the western region and countries along the
route, which shrinks) the economic gap between the East and West. However, this effect depends on the capital
distribution between western and eastern regions. Therefore, there should be policies that promotes westward industrial
transferring as well as preferential policies that enhance trade freedom in the western regions. In the process of opening to
the West, the improvement infrastructure also reduces the cost of domestic inter-regional commodity and factor flow,

changes the investment location and affects the west-east economic gap. And, the expectation that trade scale and
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production capital distribution are the mechanism variables is confirmed.

Key words: westward opening of B&R; reshape the economic geography; coordinated development of western and

eastern regions in China
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