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Abstract : ‘Thepurpose of this paper is, taking the existing quite complex and confused 361 national-level “nature
reseryeS’ Win the Yellow River Basin as'its research object, to discuss how to re-construct the Basin’ s nature reserves
system as well as management institution and mechanism to tackle the three key problems, i.e., i) the overlapping
scope leads to institutionabredundancy, ii) the interests drive causes nominal legislation, and iii) policies are made by
various departments and the, management is fragment and disordered. To consolidate the existing “nature reserves” into
an integrated nature,reserve system consisting of national parks, natural protected areas and nature parks, to promote
governance capability and modernization of the governance system for the Basin’ s nature reserves, by adopting compre-
hensive solutions, the following measures should be taken, i. e. , i) implement the notion of a life community, and over-
all plan and establish a scientific and reasonable nature reserves system in the Basin; ii) establish a management institu-
tion which combines direct management the central government, joint management by the central and local government

and management by local government, while making the Basin management agency as a major collaborative agency; iii)
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employ the notion of good governance and modern tools to improve the governance mechanism.

Key words: Yellow River Basin; nature reserve system; integrated basin management; management institution; man-

agement mechanism
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