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High-speedrail and city size distribution of China
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Abstract: This paper investigates the impact of high-speed rail (HSR) on the scale distribution of cities in China. Our
empirical analysis finds that the opening of HSR flattens the scale distribution of cities in eastern China but has no significant

effect on that of cities in western China and the country overall. This conclusion is robust by the checks of alternate variables

and IV regression. This paper provides a theoretical foundation for the future path choice of urbanization in China.
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