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Which factors are more influential on floating population’ s
intention for urban household registration and settlement .

Variable importance ranking based on random forest

HUANG Zaoyu'?, XU Xiaoxin', LI Sheng’
(1. School of Social Development and Public Policy, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
2. Torch High Technology Industry Development Center, Ministry of Science & Technology, Beijing 100045, China;
3. Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Beijing University of Technology, Beijing 100124 , China)

Abstract: A comprehensive understanding of the influencing factors of the floating population’ s intention for urban
household registration and settlement is of great significance for the decision-making of China’ s urbanization policies.
Based on the 2017 China Migrants Dynamic Survey, using random forest model and mean decrease impurity ( MDI)
method , this paper finds that the most crucial factors of intention for urban household registration and settlement are the
hope that the floating population want to integrate into cities and the ability to live in cities. But in general, the impact
of any single variable is quite limited, which indicates that the influencing factors are highly diversified. It implies that
a systematic and comprehensive policy design is needed to promote the floating population to register urban household

and settlement.
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