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From a European concept to a cosmopolitan ethic .

reconsidering the global trajectory of RRI through the case of BGI

ZHANG Han ', GAO Jie’
(1. School of Marxism, Beihang University , Beijing 100191 , China ;
2. School of Marxism, Beijing Institute of Technology ,Beijing 100081 , China )

Abstract: The cosmopolitan vision of Responsible Research and Innovation (RRT) embodies both ethical ideals and a call
for global justice, yet it is increasingly entangled in great-power competition. Using the case of BGI, a frontier life science
enterprise from the Global South, this study explores how RRI is locally absorbed and reconfigured, revealing non-Western
strategies in global ethical governance. It argues that realizing a genuinely inclusive RRI requires decolonizing science
governance, recognizing cultural and epistemic diversity, and developing feasible pathways under political and institutional
constraints—contributing Chinese perspectives to the transformation of global science governance.
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